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Welcome to the Month of January

This month's content highlights
  

 

 

January 2026

Happy Holidays to all.

We hope everyone has a great Holiday Season.

This network contains upcoming events, clinic dates, 

volunteer opportunities, and so much more!!!!!

BEEF TAGGING is January 17, 2026  9-11am 

Looking for Mini Expo instructors
Please take the time to read the network it is our gift to 

you !!!
Thank you to all that continue to help and support us in 
“Making The Best Better”.  
A big thank you to Chelsea for all she did during her time 
at extension…it was an honor to be her co-worker. 
Chelsea and Jean
4-H Staff 

•
• Entrepreneurship 12/29 2PM - Party Planning
• Beef Tagging January 17, 2026 9:00am-11:00 

am 
• Drop-in with Jean
• 4-H H&P Tack Sale
• Leader and Volunteer training (great for new leaders 

and volunteers)

• TQ Murder Mystery
• Leader reporting 12/31/2025 Cash and Bank 

balance, due 1/15/2026
• Cloverbud Expo Registration
• Fundraiser events
• 2025-2026 4-H enrollment complete NOW

Monroe County

Contribute to the 
Network

 Information or Flyers are due by the 
20th of Each Month!

Sarah Rhinehart
Support Staff
734 240.3182

rhineha5@msu.edu

Chelsea Butler
4-H Program Coordinator

734.240.3174
butle301@msu.edu

Jean Genaw
4-H Program Coordinator

734.240.3188
genawjea@msu.edu

Address
963 S. Raisinville Rd.

Monroe, MI 48161
Ph: 734.240.3170
Fax: 734.240.3183

msue.Monroe@county.msu.edu



Monroe County 4-H
January 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3

Entrepren
eurship

2-4pm AC

Happy 
New
Year

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

4-H 
Council 

AC; 7PM

Terra 
Quest AC; 

6PM

Dog 
Board 
ELC; 

6:30PM
Ottawa Lake 

Servers; 
AC12-4PM 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Horse & 
Pony; AC 

7PM

Beef 
Tagging 

AC; 9AM

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

OFFICE 
CLOSED

Martin 
Luther 

King Jr. 
Day

Drop-In 
w/Jean 

ELC; 5PM
Hippology

AC 
6:30pm

JLA; ELC 
7PM

Whispering 
Spirits; AC 

7PM

Entrepren
eurship; 

AC 
6:30PM

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Tack Sale; 
FM Expo 

7AM

SAA; ELC 
7PM

Teen 
Ambassa
dors; AC 

7PM

TQ 
Murder 

Mystery; 
AC 

6:30PM

                  Office Closed for Holiday                     .                           

    MAFE Convention



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2
4-H 
Council; 
AC 7PM

3
Terra 
Quest; AC 
6PM

4
Dog Board; 
ELC 
6:30PM
Raisinville 
Wranglers; 
AC 6:30PM

5
Faithful 
Friends; 
AC 12-4PM

6 7
Dundee 
District 
Craft Expo; 
AC 2:30PM
Registration
required

8 9
Horse & 
Pony; AC 
7PM

10
Hippology; 
AC 6:30PM

11 12 13 14
Happy 
Valentines 
Day!

15
London 
Fancy 
Farmers; 
AC 3:30PM

16
Cat Board; 
AC 6:30PM

17
Drop-In 
w/Jean; 
ELC 5PM
Entreprene-
urship; AC 
6PM

18
JLA; ELC 
7PM
Hippology; 
AC 6:30PM

19
Fair 
Advisory 
Board; 7PM
Whispering 
Spirits; AC 
7PM

20 21
Flag Wksp; 
12PM
TA Lock-In; 
AC 5PM

22
Communica
-tions Day; 
AC 2PM
Registration 
Required

23
SAA; ELC 
7PM

24
YQCA 
Training; 
AC 7PM
Registration 
Required

25
Teen 
Ambassad-o
rs; AC 7PM

26 27 28
Cloverbud 
Expo; AC
8:30am 
check-in
Registration 
Required 

FEBRUARY 2026



TOPIC AREA



TOPIC AREA Small Animal 

+++++++*

//

Follow Us on Social Media
Monroe County Small Animal Association
Monroe County 4-H Dog Program 
Monroe County 4-H Cat Program
See JLA page for YQCA Dates

Next Meeting January 26, 2026 @7:00pm ELC 
Save the Dates:
4-H State Rabbit Show 1/24/25 MSU 
Pavillion
Poultry Workshop 3/10/2026 7pm AC
RCPP Workshop 3/26/2026 7pm AC
Spring RCPP Show 4/18/26  Ed. Building 
Broiler Workshop 4/28/2026 7pm AC



TOPIC AREA
Are you looking to become more involved in the 4-H program? Would you like to take on a leadership 
role as the Monroe County 4-H Dog Program Superintendent?

See below expectations of roles. This position will be filled in early 2026. 

Please share this widely with your club families so parents are aware of this opportunity and/or 
consider this role for yourself.

Interested parties should contact Chelsea Butler at butle301@msu.edu.  Feel free to ask questions 
about the role and request a copy of the premium catalog as well as the Dog Program By-Laws.  
Anyone expressing interest should be prepared to meet with the Monroe County 4-H Small Animal 
Review Committee. 

Deadline to state interest 12/31/25 Projected interview and selection mid January.

Monroe County 4-H Dog Program Superintendent

Job Description-Responsibilities and Expectations

PURPOSE: To support the year-round Monroe County 4-H Youth Development of the Dog Program 
Area. To organize and supervise judging, exhibits, and activities in the 4-H Dog Program at the 
Monroe County Fair in conjunction with the Monroe County 4-H Small Animal Association, Monroe 
County 4-H Fair Advisory Board, Monroe County Fair Association, Fair Executive Board and Fair 
Manager to make the 4-H division a learning experience for all youth.

DESIRED EXPERIENCE, KNOWLEDGE, & SKILLS:

1. Be an approved gold 4-H volunteer through the Volunteer Selection Process
2. Abide by the MSU Extension Volunteer Code of Conduct
3. Have familiarity with the Monroe County 4-H Dog Program
4. Ability to work with adults and youth, and on a team
5. Demonstrate clear and effective communication
6. Ability to organize and supervise
7. Flexible and responsive to change for the good of the total program and those who participate

RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Use the Small Animal Association as the governing body for all changes in the 4-H fair division.
2. Plan and implement 6+ Dog Program meetings per program year
3. Be willing to help with clean-up and set-up of project area
4. Be available for check-in, judging and check-out of area
5. Be responsible for preparing copy and proofreading premium catalog

Dog Superintendent Opening



TOPIC AREA Dog Superintendent Opening
Responsibilities Cont.

1. Identify all assistant superintendents and judges that will work dog area
2. Help to identify youth (Junior Superintendents) to assist in dog area
3. Be willing to take full responsibility for the records generated from dog area
4. Be willing to answer questions which may arise
5. Keep open communication with the 4-H Staff
6. Attend all meetings, available to hear input from youth and leaders
7. Serve as an integral part of problem solving and communication
8. Provide input and recommendations for judges for all disciples in dog area 
9. Help to provide appropriate recognition for all volunteer staff that work in dog area

10. Serve as resource person for workshops and county-wide events throughout the year

ATTEND:
1. Attend all Dog Program Meetings-approximately 6-12 per year
2. Pre-Fair meeting.  Go over additions, subtractions and changes in dog area.
3. Post-Fair meeting.  Answer questions and concerns relating to dog area.
4. Annual meeting with Small Animal General Superintendent to discuss needs/wants concerning 

area on the fairgrounds.
5. Superintendent meeting. 
6. Attend and supervise workshops and Fun Matches

Pre-Fair
1. Secure Judges for classes
2. Encourage participation to write letters to buyers to attend the auction.
3. Work with assistant superintendents to break classes, develop a show

Fair Week
1. Fair

1. Superintendent needs to be present during check-in and events.
2. Be available to answer questions from exhibitors, parents, leaders, and 4-H staff. 
3. Work with SAA General Superintendent and 4-H Program Coordinator to clarify any 

discrepancies in eligibility of animals or youth.
4. Support appropriate animal welfare practices. 
5. Prior to show, get ribbons, trophies, and judging books from the 4-H Headquarters 

Office.
6. During show, designate a committee member to perform each of the following duties:         

1. Ring Announcer, Check 4-H'ers in, Ring person to help exhibitors, Record 
placings (also be sure all “no shows” or changes are noted), Return notebook to 
the 4-H Office promptly following the show, Orient judge on day of show.  Be 
sure judge gets refreshments.  At conclusion of show, deliver payment to judges.

Post-Fair
1. Assist in the cleanup of all used areas



TOPIC AREA Junior Livestock Association News
Next JLA 1/21/2026 meeting 6pm Committee 
Meeting, 7pm monthly board mtg. ELC

2025-2026 JLA Officers
President: Sophie Kreps

Vice President: Kayla Pittman 
Secretary: Lindsey Roof

Treasure: Clara Iott 

Tagging:
Beef tagging January 17, 2026  9-11am Anderson Arena
***ALL MARKET BEEF MUST BE TAGGED, to show at 
Monroe County Fair

Sheep and Swine tagging 5/2/2026 8am-10am  ***all 
sheep and swine must be tagged to show at the Monroe 
county fair

Clinics Sheep 3/5/2026 7pm Activity center
Swine 3/31/2026 7pm Activity Center 
Beef 4/18/2026 Tom Blanchett Preview Show
Fitting and Showing 6/2/2026 6pm Fairgrounds

YQCA Instructor Lead trainings: 2/24, 3/11 & 4/23/2026 
all start at 7pm in the Activity Center.  Registration 
information will be in future Network



TOPIC AREA
Congratulations 2024 Dairy Board Officers 

President:  Isaac Haws

Vice President: Alex Haws

Secretary: Kylee Buchanan

Treasure: Mason Eagle

JLA rep./ Historian: Lauren Mathe

Dairy Board / Goat Board

Caprine Council 
2025-2026 Caprine Officers
President- Danielle Pienta
Vice President- Liam Bednarz
Treasurer- Emma Lane
Secretary- Stewart Funk
Historian- Ashlyn Weslow
JLA Goat Representatives- Stewart Funk 
& Liam Bednarz

Next Caprine Meeting 
1/20/2026 7pm ELC

Next Dairy Meeting 
February 19, 2026 6pm
at extension office
Youth elections will be 
held/ please attend!



TOPIC AREA Horse and Pony News 
Horse and Pony info

Main communication is 
through Facebook: Monroe 
County 4-H Horse and Pony 

Members Only 
and

Monthly meetings 2nd Monday 
of the month 7:00 pm Activity 

Center (Except Aug & Dec)

H&P has mandatory meetings 
and volunteer hours make sure 

you are meeting the 
requirements 

Save The Dates 

● No Meeting in December
● 1/25/2026 Tack sale
● May 01, 2026 Horse 

paperwork due
● Leveling show - May 8-10
● Point Show 1 June 5-7
● Point Show 2 June 26-28
● All Mini Show- July 17-19
● Clinic/Meet and Greet- 

September 13th
● Banquet 2026 November 6th

2026 H&P Officers
President- Nora Sheets
Vice President- Mackenzie Reed
Secretary- Mia Brinson
Treasure- Maleah Wylie
Webmaster/Historian- Laynie Timmons

    Hippology
Your Contact person: Hippology Team 
coach: Elizabeth Kotus schedule pick 
up via email: ekotus@hotmail.com or 
text: 734-604-4951

Study dates at Activity Center
Jan 7th Wed. @ SMCC high school~6-8pm 
Jan 20th Tues. @ AC 6:30-8PM
Feb 10th Tues. @ AC 6:30-8PM
Feb 18th Thurs. @ AC 6:30-8PM

practice contests: 1/30 Friday-Judging 
Seminar 2/1/26 Sunday Mock Horse 
Judging/Hippology MQHA connection 
weekend at MSU pavillion Lansing, MI 



TOPIC AREA Monroe County Horse and Pony Tack Sale 



TOPIC AREA Tack sale registration form



TOPIC AREA State Horse Program
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TOPIC AREA



TOPIC AREA
3rd Tuesday of the month

5:00 pm at Extension Office
Please RSVP so supplies can be purchased

10/21/25 Machine Knitting    
11/18/25 Beads/Jewelry 
12/16/25 Creative Gift Wrapping  
1/20/26 Perler Beads
2/17/26 Seed Art
3/17/26 In- A-Jar (mixes or cookies)
4/21/26 Large Animal Science
5/19/26 Small Animal Science
6/16/26 Wonders of Water 
RSVP LINK:  https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9EKbexaIjfZ2gDQ 
Select all sessions you would like to attend.

Drop-In with Jean
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TOPIC AREA



TOPIC AREA



TOPIC AREA Link: Cloverbud Expo registration 



TOPIC AREA



TOPIC AREA

Contact: Kerrie Kraftchick @ kerrie.kraftchick@rockets.utoledo.edu



TOPIC AREA

Monroe County 4-H 2025-2026 
4-H online enrollment 

Opened September 08, 2025
All re-enrollments should be complete 

Please re-enroll NOW!!!
Do not wait enroll as soon as 4-H online 

Contact the 4-H office with any questions or assistance you 
may need

(734) 240-3188

Enrollment in 4-H online 
∙ 4-H online link: https://v2.4honline.com
∙

∙

***UPDATE Current 4-H online enrollment numbers
***Incompletes 70 Please log back in and 
complete!!!
Reminder Adults need to be active gold or silver 
before enrolling in 4-H online (See page 17)
To be reviewed: 7 Volunteers & 27 youth, If you 
submitted an enrollment and it is still in awaiting 
review contact Jean at the office the week of 
1/5/2026.
454 Volunteers Approves 1,033 youth approved 
leaders please pull your rosters.  Great Job, let’s get 
the final enrollments in!!!



TOPIC AREA

Our District 12 counties (Hillsdale, Jackson, Lenawee, Livingston, Monroe, and Washtenaw) are 
teaming up to host a 4-H Volunteer Learning series in person or virtual January – March.  Each of the 5 
sessions will focus on a different theme and many sessions will include seasoned volunteers who can 
share their tips, tricks, and perspective. 

•Join the Conversation: Tips for Engagement from Seasoned 4-H Leaders: January 29th at 6:30 pm in 
Monroe Extension Office

•Cha-ching Making Cents of 4-H Finances: February 12th at 6:30 pm in Our Livingston County MSU 
Extension Office 

•Join the Conversation: Engaging Parents & 4-H Alums in 4-H Experiences and Implementing Shared 
Leadership in 4-H Clubs: February 26th at 6:30 pm in Washtenaw

•Youth Engagement & Engaging Youth Voice: March 12th at 6:30 pm in Lenawee

•From Clash to Collaboration: Practicing the Art of Conflict Resolution: March 26th at 6:30 pm in 
Jackson

This series is for all volunteers, whether your brand new to 4-H or have been volunteering for decades. 
Learn alongside and with your fellow 4-H volunteers.

 Register for one or more sessions here: https://bit.ly/d12volunteer
Qualtrics Survey | Qualtrics Experience Management
The most powerful, simple and trusted way to gather experience data. Start your journey to experience management and try a free account today.

 

Volunteer/Leader Training



TOPIC AREA

Winter Volunteer Trainings 
Volunteer Webinar Series, register for a webinar 
or view recordings from past topics on the MSU 
Extension Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series 
page.
Did you miss a session of the volunteer training?  
Click the above link for all the recorded webinar 
trainings.

The below link will take you to the Beginning 
Farmer resource guide over 600 pages of 
information Check it out!
Beginning Farmer Resource and 
Decision-Making Guide 

Volunteer/ leader Corner
Link to Volunteer Central become a 4-H 
volunteer
https://msu.samaritan.com 

Leaders, please take the time to 
review updated Financial Manuals.  
These manuals will answer many of 
your club questions related to 
finance.
Financial Manual for 4-H Volunteers - 4-H 
Volunteering & Mentoring (msu.edu)

Financial Manual for 4-H Treasurers - 4-H 
(msu.edu)

***Call for Mini Expo 
instructors event 
SATURDAY, MARCH 
7, 2026
If Interested please 
contact Jean at the 
office so we can add 
your class.  You’ll 
have a limit of 12 
youth in your class.  

In your volunteer 
interview was being 
a Mini Expo teacher 
talked about? Now’s 
the time!



TOPIC AREA
Financial Manual for 4-H Volunteers: Leading the Way to Financial Accountability
Managing Money Wisely: Financial Manual for 4-H Treasurers

Leaders, Please Submit Your 12/31/2025 Cash and 
Bank Balance/Statements 
NO LATER THAN 1/15/26.
Please Email to genawjea@Msu.edu  or drop off to 
the office! 

Thank you in advance for your continued work on 
meeting the IRS reporting requirements.
Above links to the financial Manuals are great 
resources please review!

Leaders Required Financial Reporting
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

  
  

The 4-H Thriving Model and 
4-H Beyond Ready work 
hand-in-hand to prepare youth 
for success. The Thriving 
Model focuses on how quality 
4-H experiences help young 
people grow by building 
sparks, relationships, and a 
sense of belonging that leads 
to thriving. 
Beyond Ready builds on this 
foundation by helping youth 
take what they’ve learned and 
apply it school, careers and 
real life. 

Together, they ensure that 4-H 
youth don’t just gain skills, but 
also the confidence, 
adaptability, and resilience to 
use those skills in the future. 
Through this connection, young 
people are not only supported 
in their personal growth today 
but are equipped to be “beyond 
ready” for whatever comes 
next. 

Contact your local 4-H staff for 
more information.  

4-H Thriving Model 
of Positive Youth 

Development 

November 10 – December 15: Online Parent Talk System Webinar Series
Online
This parenting workshop is designed to improve communication and provide strategies for raising 
confident, caring, responsible children. Caregivers of toddlers to teens will explore eliminating 
unwanted behavior, setting limits, teaching about consequences, giving effective feedback, 
promoting independence and developing character. Participants will meet for six week on Mondays.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-series-november-december-2025

November 11: Wild Spartans – Wildfire & Warriors: Science Where You Least Expect It 
Online
Meet Michele Richards, natural resources and wildland fire program manager with the Michigan 
Army National Guard. Learn about her work and the education and career path she followed to get 
there. This free virtual series is open to 4-H and non-4-H youth ages 12-19 years.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-monthly-wildlife-fisheries-webinar-series-2025-2026

November 12: 4-H Chef Turkey Cheese Ball 
Lenawee County MSU Extension Office, Adrian
Youth ages 5-11 will create a cheese ball that is perfect as a Thanksgiving appetizer. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-chef-turkey-cheese-ball

November 13: Adulting 101 – Conflict Resolution and Civil Discourse
Online
Participants will learn how to manage disagreements with respect and open-mindedness, paving the 
way for stronger, healthier relationships. Leave with strategies to approach conflict confidently, 
express oneself respectfully, and find common ground with others. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-toughtalks 

November 15: 4-H Holidays Around the World Workshop – Diwali
Flat Rock Public Library, Flat Rock
Open to youth in grades 3–8, this hands-on workshop invites participants to learn about the 
traditions and cultural significance of Diwali, one of India’s most celebrated holidays.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-holidays-workshop-diwali

November 18: Mich. 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series: So You Want to Be a Club Leader? 
Online
Thinking about leading a club or want to refresh your leadership skills? Join to learn what it takes to 
be an effective and inspired club leader—from logistics and communication to culture and 
connection. 

12-1 p.m. session: 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-so-you-want-to-be-a-club-lea
der-lets-talk-noon 
7-8 p.m. session: 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-so-you-want-to-be-a-club-lea
der-lets-talk-7pm 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Support 4-H with the TSC Paper Clover Campaign

On October 8, MSU Extension hosted the third Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol to showcase 
the positive impact of the Michigan 4-H program and bring additional visibility to its effects. 
The event was held in the atrium of Heritage Hall – the Capitol Visitor’s Center.

“We’re immensely proud of the Michigan 4-H program, which has been shaping futures and 
transforming communities for more than 115 years,” said Quentin Tyler, MSU Extension 
director. “We’re grateful for the opportunity to showcase this remarkable program to our state 
leaders for the third consecutive year and to bring additional awareness to the life-changing 
impact of 4-H.”

MSU Extension hosts successful third Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol
  

Join the 4-H For Good Challenge!
A simple act of kindness can spark a ripple of good — and you can be the spark! National 4-H 
Council is teaming up with Universal Pictures leading up to the release of Wicked: For Good on 
November 21 by celebrating the power of young people and communities and creating a wave of 
kindness.

Just like Elphaba and Glinda in Wicked: For Good, your choices can change the world. This 
challenge is open to everyone — youth, families, schools, workplaces, and community 
groups — and it's your chance to show how one good deed can inspire another.

Join the #4HForGoodChallenge in four easy steps:

1. Do something good. Big or small, every act counts. Help out, give back or simply show 
someone you care.

2. Share your heart hands. Snap a pic of your heart hand and write a short post about your good deed.

3. Post it online. Use the hashtag #4HForGood and tag 4-H.

4. Challenge your crew. Tag for friends and invite them to keep the good growing!

From Nov. 28 – Dec. 14, Tractor Supply Company (TSC) customers across the nation will have the 
opportunity to support 4-H youth by purchasing a $1 clover at checkouts when shopping both in stores or 
online at www.TractorSupply.com during the campaign dates. 
Funds raised will support county, state and national 4-H programming. To learn more, visit 
www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/4h.

You can also support 4-H by purchasing three special commemorative 4-H holiday ornaments, now in 
TSC stores! Proceeds from the sale of ornaments support 4-H.

Michigan 4-H Day at the Capitol was attended by legislators, stakeholders and members of the public. At the event, attendees visited 
information booths hosted by Michigan 4-H youth and staff. A brief program was held, featuring Tyler, as well as: Representative Jerry 
Neyer; MSU President Kevin Guskiewicz; Jackie Venton, Michigan Department of State Chief Operating Officer and a Michigan 4-H alumna; 
Logan Dole, Michigan 4-H youth from Clare County; and Danykah Muck, Michigan 4-H youth from Livingston County.

The program was livestreamed on the Michigan 4-H Facebook and can be viewed at www.facebook.com/Michigan4H. 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Animal Science events 

 



TOPIC AREA Monroe Fair Association Event Calendar for 2026
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2026 Fair theme winner

Leader Banquet

Link: 2025 Leader Banquet photos

2025 award winners
Meritorious Business: Jerome's Country Market
Meritorious Individual: Sherri Iacoangeli 
Leader of the Year: Mayra Leitner
Distinguished Alumnus: Amanda “Mandy” Cadle

Congratulations to all our Leaders and Volunteers

Legacy 4-H Club submitted the winning 
2026 fair theme of :

Stars, Stripes and Country Nights

In honor of USA's 250th birthday 



TOPIC AREA
Christmas in Ida

Recap
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Drop In w/Jean

Breakfast with the Grinch

Caprine council Christmas Party



TOPIC AREA
Pennies for Turkey’s


